
1. Xb?Case f o r hte4U.w the Conservation Area

A conservat ion a r e a is tan a r e a of spec ia l w c h i t e c t u r a l or h i s t o r i c
i n t e r e s t , the cha rac te r o r appearance of which i t is d e s i r a b l e t o preserve
or enhance'. There can be no uniform standard a g a i n s t which the
charac ter of an a r e a can be measured, s o it is necessary t o evaluate
sepa ra te ly t h e p a r t i c u l a r mer i t s of p o t e n t i a l conservat ion a reas t o
e s t a b l i s h whether they a r e worthy of designat ion.

The Manoetter Conservation Area w a s designated i n 1969 i n recogni t ion of
the charac te r and a t tFac t iveness of the  o lder p a r t of the se t t lement
The land falls away towards the River Anker t o t h e east and t h e Coventry
canal t o the west.

The a r e a is centred around The Green, and inc ludes such bui ld ings as t h e
Church, the Manor House, and two groups of almshouses which a r e all l i s t e d
a s being of Specia l Brch i t eo tu ra l o r H i s t o r i c meri t . Trees i n the
churchyard and the Manor House grounds and important open spaces i n the
v i l l a g e add t o the s p e c i a l cha rac te r of the area.

The boundary of t h e Conservation Area w a s reviewed during t h e course of
work on the Atherstone D i s t r i c t Plan which w a s adopted on 21st May 1981.
I n the P l a n , t h e Council proposes t h a t the a r e a should be extended t o
inc lude the whole of Mill Lane and the proper t i e s  the re in , including the
round-end t e r r a c e on t h e corner of the lane. This a r e a is v i s u a l l y
united with the remainder of the older p a r t of Mancetter and forms a l i n k
between t h e  v i l l a g e green and the River Anker.

The s t a t u t o r y procedure f o r the des ignat ion of conservat ion a reas  o r
extensions t o such is s e t ou t i n Annex A.

Within conservat ion a r e a s t h e l o c a l au thor i ty has a d d i t i o n a l powers t o
cont ro l development and the demolition of bui ld ings , and t o pro tec t t r e e s
and t r e e groups. This he lps t o ensure t h a t any development which takes
place does not upse t  the d e l i c a t e balance of elements which has evolved
over many years. The l e g i s l a t i o n is intended t o a s s i s t a u t h o r i t i e s i n
enhancing conservat ion a r e a s , not merely preserving them.



The Atherstone D i s t r i c t Plan is t h e  s t a t u t o r y planning document which
covers the se t t lement of Mancetter. Atherstone and the adjo in ing p a r t of
Mancetter is i d e n t i f i e d a s a growth se t t l emen t i n t h e Warwickshire
S t r u c t u r e Plan (Al te ra t ions No 3). As a r e s u l t a development boundary
has been defined f o r the town which e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e ex ten t t o which
per iphe ra l expansion can take place. There is no ob jec t ion i n p r i n c i p l e
t o r e s i d e n t i a l i n f i l l i n g wi th in t h e boundary, and a p p l i c a t i o n s w i l l be
considered on t h e i r mer i t s . Applicat ions f o r r e s i d e n t i a l development on
s i t e s ou t s ide the present limits of t h e town w i l l be r e s i s t e d , t o prevent
uncont ro l led  per iphera l expansion. This pol icy w i l l be operated f i rmly ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e Manoetter a rea , t o ensure t h a t t h e open land between
the old v i l l a g e and the Mancetter housing e s t a t e is not b u i l t upon, and
t h e c h a r a c t e r of the Conservation Area re ta ined .

Several o t h e r  p o l i c i e s i n the Atherstone District Plan apply t o t h e
extended Conservation Area and these are contained i n t h e fol lowing
paragraphs and subsequent explanatory s e c t i o n s :

7.21 - Planning Applicat ions i n Conservations Areas.
7.23 - Planning Applicat ions adjacent to Conservation Areas.
7.25 - Demolition of Buildings i n Conservation Areas.
7.28 - Lis ted Buildings and Bui ld ings i n Conservation Areas.
7.39 - Road Signs and S t r e e t Lighting.



FORv

Section_277 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1971 provides l o c a l
planning a u t h o r i t i e s with the power t o determine which p a r t s of t h e i r a r e a
a r e ' a reas of s p e c i a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l o r  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r e s t , t he  cha rac te r
o r appearance of which i t is d e s i r a b l e t o preseme or enhance' and t o
des ignate them as conservat ion areas.

The Secre tary of S t a t e must be n o t i f i e d of such des ignat ions but his
confirmetion is not necessary. Notice of the designat ion should be
published i n the London Gazette and i n a t l e a s t one l o c a l newspaper. The
date of designat ion is the  da te of the Council ls resolu t ion . The
des ignat ion must a l s o he r e g i s t e r e d i n the Local Land Charges Register .
As owners and occupiers of bui ld ings i n such areas do no have t o be
n o t i f i e d ind iv idua l ly , n o t i f i c a t i o n t o the Secre- of S t a t e and
r e g i s t r a t i o n must be a a r r i e d ou t as quickly as possible.

Powers i n Conserv-

S c t i o n 7 m of the Town and County planning Act 1971 empowers l o c a l
a u t h o r i t i e s t o con t ro l  the demoli t ion of bui ld ings , i n whole o r i n p a r t ,
i n conservt ion a reas - i e bui ld ings cannot be demolished without
consent. Although c e r t a i n bui ld ings a r e excepted, t h e i r demoli t ion is
contro l led by o the r l e g i s l a t i o n wi th in the Act.

S e c t i o n 777a of the Act requires t h a t s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n be paid t o the
preservat ion and enhancement of conservat ion areas. The Secre tary of
S t a t e may direct l o c a l planning a u t h o r i t i e s t o formulate and publ ish
proposals f o r the preservat ion and enhancement of t h e i r conservat ion a r e a s
f o r submission a t a l o c a l publ ic meeting t o which members of the
au thor i ty , amenity groups, r e s i d e n t s assoc ia t ions and t h e Chamber of Trade
would be invi ted .



Under sec t ion 614 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1971 and Section &
of the Town and Gountry Planning Amenities Act 1974, t r e e s i n conservation
areas a r e given the same protection aa t r ee s which a r e the subject of a
Tree Preservation Order. Anyone proposing t o do any work on t r e e s i n a
conservation area (topping, lopping, or f e l l i n g ) must give the loca l
authority s i x weeks notice of the i r in ten t ion - within which time the
loca l authority must e i t h e r make a Tree Preservation Order or give consent
t o carry out the work. If no decision is reached within the time limit
specified the applicant can proceed. If there is a contravention then
the same penalt ies apply a s with a Tree Preservation Order.

Sectionof the Town and Country Planning Aot 1971 requires the loca l
planning authority, i n the case of a planning applioation where the
development would, i n t h e i r opinion, a f f ec t the character of the
conservation area t o advert ise the proposal both on s i t e and by a notice
i n the loca l press.

(v ) 'Permitted D e v e l w

The Town and Country Planning General Development Order 1977 iden t i f i e s
,permitted development', which is works of extension or a l t e r a t ions t o
properties which do not require planning permission, although i f the
building concerned is a t l i s t e d bui ldingf , l i s t e d building consent may be
required. The General Development Order was revised I n 1981 t o extend
the s i z e l i m i t s for extensions t o res ident ia l and indus t r i a l buildings,
except i n conservation areas already designated before 1 s t April 1981,
where the previous l i m i t s w i l l continue t o apply. Since the date of
designation of the Mancetter Conservation Area f a l l s 1 s t April 1981,
the raised permitted development l imi t s of the 1981 General Development
Order w i l l apply there.

( ~ i ) Grants and Loaw

Sect ion IQof the Town and Country Planning Act 1971, as amended by the
Local Government Planning and Land Act 1980, enables the Secretary of
S ta t e t o make grants  or loans f o r schemes t o preseme or enhance
conservation areas. Grants a re not r e s t r i c t ed t o l o c a l au thor i t i es and
can be paid t o any person or organisation able t o produce a scheme and
demonstrate tha t they can execute such a scheme.




