
A conservat ion a r e a i s "an a r e a of s p e c i a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l o r
h i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t , the cha rac te r o r appearance of which i t is
d e s i r a b l e t o preserve or enhance". There can be no uniform
standard a g a i n s t which the  cha rac te r of an a r e a can be measured,
s o i t is necessary t o eva lua te  sepa ra te ly t h e p a r t i c u l a r m e r i t s of
p o t e n t i a l conservat ion a r e a s t o e s t a b l i s h whether they a r e worthy
of designat ion.

Department of the Environment c i r c u l a r 12/81 encourages l o c a l
planning a u t h o r i t i e s t o keep the des igna t ion of conservat ion a r e a s
under review and t o cons ider whether more a r e a s should be
designated, e s p e c i a l l y when l o c a l p lans a r e being prepared.

A l o c a l p lan f o r t h e C o l e s h i l l and Kingsbury a r e a s has a l r eady
been prepared by the Counoil, and the re has been ex tens ive  pub l i c
c o n s u l t a t i o n on its proposals. Amongst them is a proposal
(paragraph 9.14 of the Plan) which s t a t e s t h a t :

"It is proposed t o des igna te the a r e a north of Church Lane i n
Kingsbury, a conservat ion area."

The Council has t h e r e f o r e a l ready i d e n t i f i e d t h e need t o des ignate
a conservat ion a r e a i n Kingsbury.

The Case f o r Desianat ion

The a r e a t o the north of Church Lane i n Kingsbury con ta ins t h e
o l d e s t and f i n e s t bu i ld ings i n the se t t l emen t , toge the r with
s i g n i f i c a n t  a r e a s of open space and a good number of t r ees .
Kingsbury Hall, an Ancient Monument, and the church dcminate the
view above the v a l l e y of the River Tame, and overlook t h e popular
Kingsbury Water Park. The major i ty of the  bu i ld ings i n the a r e a
have not had any s i g n i f i c a n t e x t e r n a l a l t e r a t i o n s t o t h e i r
o r i g i n a l appearances. The boundary t o the a r e a the re fo re
r e f l e c t s these c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .

L e a i s l a t i o n A ~ o l v i n et o Conservation Areag

Within a consevation a r e a the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y has a d d i t i o n a l
powers t o c o n t r o l development and the demoli t ion of bui ld ings , and
t o pro tec t t r e e s and t r e e groups. This h e l p s t o ensure t h a t any
development which does take place does not upse t  the e x i s t i n g
balance which has evolved over many years. The l e g i s l a t i o n is
intended t o assist a u t h o r i t i e s i n enhancing conservat ion a r e a s ,
not merely preserving them.



The powers, together with the s ta tu tory procedure f o r designation,
a r e s e t out i n Annex A.

plannins! Policv

Existing planning pol ic ies f o r the area a r e contained i n two
s ta tu to ry documents - the Warwickshire Structure Plan
(Alterat ions No 3) and the Colesh i l l D i s t r i c t (Local) Plan.

The Structure Plan contains s t r a t e g i c planning pol ic ies f o r the
whole of Warwickshire. Kingsbury is not iden t i f i ed a s a
sett lement designated for growth, i t is l e f t t o the Coleshi l l
D i s t r i c t (Local) Plan t o determine the amount and locat ion of new
res iden t i a l development within overa l l guidelines s e t by the
Structure Plan. The Local Plan iden t i f i ed two housing s i t e s i n
Kingsbury, but they a r e not within o r adjacent t o the conservation
area.

I n addition,  the Local Plan defines a development boundary around
the built-up area of Kingsbury which s e t s the limits of fu ture
peripheral expansion. The conservation area is included within
t h i s boundary. The Local Plan s t a t e s t h a t within the development
boundary planning appl icat ions f o r new housing w i l l be treated on
t h e i r merits.

Several other pol ic ies i n the Coleshi l l D i s t r i c t (Local) Plan
apply t o the conservation area and these a re quoted i n the
following paragraph numbers of the Plan :

9.22 - Planning Applications i n Conservation Areas.
9.24 - Planning Applications adjacent t o Conservation Areas.
9.26 - Demolition of Buildings i n Conservation Areas.
9.33 - Restoration of Older Buildings.
9.45 - Road Signs and S t r e e t Lighting.

As s t a t ed e a r l i e r i n t h i s report , the designation of a
conservation area not only enables the loca l planning authori ty t o
make s teps t o preserve its appearance, but a l so t o draw up
pos i t ive measures f o r its enhancement.

In the case of the Kingsbury Conservation Area, the major a i m is
t o preserve its exis t ing character which makes i t the most
a t t r a c t i v e pa r t of the settlement. The emphasis w i l l be on
ensuring tha t any new building or  a l t e r a t ions blend with the
surrounding buildings, and t h a t care is taken t o r e t a i n t rees ,
hedgerows and w a l l s . The area benefits from the open spaces
between propert ies , and t h i s f ac to r w i l l need t o be considered.
In par t icu la r the church, Kingsbury Hall, and the t r ees  a r e a
dominant feature when viewed from the Water Park and the Tame
r i v e r valley generally. This unique aspect w i l l be protected.



5.3 Two important f e a t u r e s need t o be considered :

( a ) There i s a publ ic  footpath which runs through the
a r e a , l i n k i n g the c e n t r e of Kingsbury with the Water
Park. It is heav i ly used. Considerat ion w i l l need t o
be given t o the proper maintenance of t h i s f e a t u r e , wi th
improvements i f necessary t o ensure the  foo tpa th remains
i n a safe condi t ion , w h i l s t not des t roy ing the
c h a r a c t e r of t h e path through the  p leasan t surroundings.

(b ) The f u t u r e of Kingsbury H a l l as an Ancient
Monument w i l l need t o be examined, s o t h a t its presence
enhances t h e area.

5.4 There a r e two bui ld ings i n t h e a r e a which a r e inc luded i n t h e
S ta tu to ry L i s t of Bui ld ings of Spec ia l  Arch i t ec tu ra l  o r H i s t o r i c
I n t e r e s t - Kingsbury H a l l and t h e School House. The importance
of the churoh has been recognised by the f a c t t h a t i t was once
regarded as a Category B church, similar t o a Grade I1 Lis ted
building. However, the c a t e g o r i e s f o r ohurches were abandoned i n
1977, and most churches were regraded as Grade I o r I1 Lis ted
bui ld ings when reviews were undertaken. The oppor tuni ty  has now
a r i s e n t o l i s t t h e church a s a Grade I1 Lis ted bui ld ing and i t is
considered that t h i s should be p u t forward. The Council a l s o
be l i eves t h a t i t is e s s e n t i a l t h a t all the e x i s t i n g bui ld ings i n
the a r e a a r e of such importance s o as t o be r e t a i n e d , even though
they a r e not themselves worthy of a s e p a r a t e L i s t i n g , because of
t h e i r con t r ibu t ion t o the o v e r a l l cha rac te r of the conservat ion
area.



TO C-
URE FOR-

-on 7 7 1 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1971 provides loca l
planning au tho r i t i e s wi th the power t o determine which p a r t s of t h e i r
area a re 'areas of special a rch i tec tura l or h i s to r i ca l i n t e r e s t , the
character or appearance of which i t is desirable t o preserve or enhance'
and t o designate them as conservation areas.

The Secretary of S ta t e must be not i f ied of such designations but h i s
confirmation is not necessary. Notice of the designation should be
published i n the London Gazette and i n  a t l e a s t one loca l newspaper.
The date of designation is the date of the Councilts resolution. The
designation must a l so be regis tered i n the Local Land Charges Register.
As owners and occupiers of buildings i n such areas do no have t o be
not i f ied individual ly , no t i f i ca t ion t o the Secretary of Sta te and
r e g i s t r a t i o n must be carr ied out as quickly as possible.

Additional Powers i n Conservation Areas

( i ) Control of D e m o l i m

Sect ion 2778 of the Town and County Planning Act 1971 empowers loca l
au tho r i t i e s t o control the demolition of buildings, i n whole or i n par t ,
i n conservtion areas - i e buildings cannot be demolished without
consent. Although ce r t a in buildings a r e excepted, the i r demolition is
controlled by other l e g i s l a t i o n within the Act.

( i i ) mancement Schemes

Sect ion 2778 of the Act requires t h a t special a t t en t ion be paid t o the
preservation and enhancement of conservation areas. The Secretary of
S ta t e may d i r eo t loca l planning au tho r i t i e s t o formulate and publish
proposals f o r the preservation and enhancement of t h e i r conservation
areas for submission a t a loca l public meeting t o which members of the
authori ty , amenity groups, res idents associat ions and the Chamber of
Trade would be invited.



( i i i ) p r o t e c t i o n of Trees

Under S e c t i o n hlA of the Town and Country Planning Act 1971 and S e c t i o n 8
of the Town and Country Planning Amenitie- Act 1974. t r e e s i n
conservat ion a r e a s a r e given t h e same p r o t e c t i o n a s t r e e s which a r e the
s u b j e c t of a Tree Prese rva t ion Order. Anyone proposing t o do any work
on t r e e s i n a conservat ion a r e a (topping, lopping, o r f e l l i n g ) must g ive
the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y s i x weeks n o t i c e of t h e i r i n t e n t i o n - w i t h i n which
time the l o c a l a u t h o r i t y must e i t h e r make a Tree P r e s e r v a t i o n Order o r
g ive consent t o c a r r y ou t  the work.' If no d e c i s i o n is reached wi th in
t h e time limit s p e c i f i e d the a p p l i c a n t can proceed. If t h e r e i s a
cont ravent ion then the same p e n a l t i e s apply as with a Tree Prese rva t ion
Order.

( i i ) p u b l i c i t v f o r Planni rgJool ica t ions

Sec t ion 28 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1971 r e q u i r e s t h e l o c a l
planning a u t h o r i t y , i n the case of a planning a p p l i c a t i o n where the
development would, in t h e i r opinion, a f f e c t t h e c h a r a c t e r of the
conservat ion a r e a t o a d v e r t i s e the proposal both on s i t e and by a n o t i c e
i n the l o c a l press .

( V ) tpermit ted Develooment'

The Town and Country Planning General Development Order 1977 i d e n t i f i e s
'permit ted development', which is works of extens ion o r a l t e r a t i o n s t o
p r o p e r t i e s which do not r e q u i r e planning permission, al though i f the
bui ld ing concerned is a ' l i s t e d b u i l d i n g t , l i s t e d bu i ld ing consent may be
required. The General Development Order was r e v i s e d i n 1981 t o extend
the s i z e l i m i t s f o r extens ions t o r e s i d e n t i a l and i n d u s t r i a l bui ld ings ,
except i n conservat ion a r e a s  a l r e a d y designated before 1 s t Apr i l 1981,
where the previous limits w i l l cont inue t o apply. Since t h e  d a t e of
des igna t ion of the Kingsbury Conservat ion Area falls 1 s t Apri l
1981, the r a i s e d permit ted development limits of the 1981 General
Development Order w i l l apply there .

( v i ) Gran t s and Loans

S e c t i o n 1Q of the Town and Country Planning Act 1971, as amended by t h e
Local Government Planning and Land Act 1980, enables t h e Secre ta ry of
S t a t e t o make g r a n t s o r l o a n s f o r schemes t o preserve o r enhance
conservat ion areas. Grants are no t r e s t r i c t e d t o l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s and
can be paid t o any person o r o r g a n i s a t i o n a b l e t o produce a scheme and
demonstrate t h a t they can execute such a scheme.




