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C I V I C h N E 1 ~ Z : I E S &TT. 1 9 6 7 -

The report which follcws ex~1air .sthe "Ccnscrv?ticri Area" f o r Fillongle:.. t.
plzn sshoviny a ?relivinary Ccnsarvaticn P.ma has been on rub l i c &is?l?.y and
consultaticns with the ElcriEen Rural. Dis t r ic t Cc,uncil mc! c thzr i n t e r s t e d
orzanisaticns have been carr ied cut , tho views and comments receiv?d hi:-.re been
taken i n t c account.

ON 25TH FEBRUARY, 1970, TfiE Pr,Rl~.:ICKSHIRZCOIJYTY COLCiCIL FOFN?;LLY 3ESIGl!A'I'F3
P.P3:.0 IJITEI!1 TFK 3upP.L DI$V.ICT OF ?!XRI?F?? AS SfrOWY 0I.I !TO. :f/iJSS/7/1t... b.S ?,

'ICO)JSERIIATIOP: AREFA" I N ACCCRDF.DCT: KITE SfC. I OF TF:E C I V I C AIGNITIES r>CT, 1967.

As pa r t of the new nprrcech t c Tcwn P l c m n l n ~ ,tF,e Frinister is nc t r e q u i ~ z dt c
approve the Nap: the intent icn hein2 t o speed I?,? the ylmcinr nrccess art tc allcw
creoter loca l rz r t ic iy .3 t im.

The %a?showing the dcsimated area is not a Develornent P l m sr + ccnrle tc
-m? the am2. Thecli icy cn conservaticn: the recuirzment of the Act is j u s t t o deT'

P1.m at the end cf t h i s reFcrt is merely a srsll sca le dia~r.mm?.t.ticr e ~ r s s e n t a t i c n
of the ac tua l ccnse rvz t i~nmzp. I= e3.diticn tc. shc~iinythe ere?, sqme rif the
rener.31 ccntrol ~ c l i c i c ss e t out i n the r e v r t a r e  a l s c i l l u s t r a t e ? . Further
'clicies w i l l fcllcw t o ~ i - ~ e+ u i c e cn mc?r.e Zeteiled matters, a l l with thc object
c f enhancTn7 the Ccnsemt ion Lrez.
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CONSERVATION APEAS - I H T P , O D U B

The Civic Anenities !.ct, 1067, as its heading
implies, is concerned with i q r o v i n g t h e appearance
of our towns m.d the countryside. The Act deals
spec i f ica l ly with h i s t o r i c b u i l s i n ~ sand areas,
tree preservation and the disposal of abanzoned
vehicles a 2 other refuse. Section 1 of Dart 1of
the Act requires every loca l ~ l a n n i n ~Authority t o
determine which par t s of its area should be desig-
nated as "Conservation Areas '.

Previously a loca l planning authori ty 's pres-
ervation powers were limited t o individual build-
ines o r groups of buildincs of par t icu la r merit,
but now it is possible t o secure the planned. re-
tent ion of h i s t o r i c-as par t of a general
policy. There a re some areas without buil.6.kgs of
o u t s t a n t i n ~? is t inc t ion , which, taken as a whole,
provide the  d i s t i nc t ive character of a place.
furthermore, with some deter iorat ion, and the con-
sequential e f f ec t s of the rapid population growth
on demands f o r space, leading t o pressures f o r
redevelopment, the Government now recognises the
need t o keep t h e 'best par t s ' of our towns and
villages:- those areas containin? the zoo< arch-
i t ec tu re , good c iv i c nanners anE. t r ad i t i ona l
bui ld i rzs of the p ~ s t .

It i s unlikely t h a t everyone w i l l agree which
are  the best pa r t s of a tom. o r vi l laye, 2nd one
Zanger could he a los s of effect ivenrss of the
o y o r t u n i t i e s POW provicled i f an overv:helnin: sense
of conservation is applied.

A conservation area is 'an are2 of spec ia l
a rch i tec tura l o r h i s t o r i c in t e re s t , the character
o r apnearance of which it is desirable t o preserve
o r enhance.' ... It may he larrre o r small, froir, a whole
town centre t o a small group of builSinps. Open

spaces o r t r ee s may also be s i g n i f i c a t and might
contribute t o the spec iz l character of an -a. In
order t o definc the Conservation Areas. it is nccc--
ssaqr f i r s t l y t o analyse the character of the town
o r v i l l a r e being c:xmined.

Desimation is just a. first s t s p : but it cn-.
*Ifs the Planning Authority ?.nd the Vinister of
Rousing 2nd Local Govemrcent t o acknorile6pe immed-
i a t c l y the par t icu la r ~ 2 l u c :of the zree by pzying
spec ia l  a t ten t ion t o the c h a r ~ c t e ran< appearance of
it when o:ercisin; any planning functions. Conser-
vaticn is not necessar i ly preservation maintaining
every thin,^ exactly as it is. The emphasis being on
CO?iT?.OJ, PATHER TYtS PREW?NTIOH, t c allow the area t o
renain a l ive and prosperous.

The zin t r i l l bc5 t c ensure t h a t befcre planning
pemission is .granted within Conservat io~Areas
sa t i s fac tory d? t r i l ed drawings are prepmecl. then an
'outline" application is reccivod, i f there a re not

l i ke ly t o be any cb5ections t o the pr inc ip le o f t h e
dcvelopnent the a?plicant w i l l be .=.sked t o discuss
the preparation cf adequate ?e t a i l s suppol-ting the
a p ~ l i c a t i c n . The l o c a l p l a n i n g authcr i tv w i l l look
f c r a very h i@ stzndard of d e s i p . The des im of 2

buildin,? shcv.lfi be handled i n a sens i t ive manner, it
mcst have reptrd t o i ts s i t e , s ~ r r c u r ~ d i n ~ sand neigh-
bcuriny: b u i l d i n ~ sincluding the colcur .md textures
of materials. It i s therefcre impcrtmt tha t schemes
within ccnserv?ticn arczs shculc! he prepared by
conpetent 6esigners with extensive ex~er icnce . Rny
d e s i p v~tiic!~does nc t mcesure up t c an acceptable
stanZard r.riI.1 be refused plmninp permission.

A f t e x decini t icn cf the Conservstion Area the
vachinw:~is s e t i n motion t c prcscrve the charscter
the next staqe bein;: t o ta.k.kc posi t ive  s teps cn enhm.cement.



ANALYSIS OF THE CHARACTER - FILLONGLEY

The centre of Fillongley is a t t r ac t ive , but
not i n the sane way a s other Warwickshire vi l lages
are t c the tou r i s t . It is fortunate t h a t the hear t
of the vi l lage has been saved'bom any detr inental
rebuilding and it has remained unchanged even
though modern suburbia is evident on a l l s ides .

Fillongley has .pcwn around the junctions of
Ousterne and Church Lane with the Ccventry Road.
The c l 6 buildings 311 c lus t e r around these roads i n
t i g h t ,pc.ups a11 leading s t r o n ~ l ydownhill i n to the
bottom of the hollow where the strezm crosses below
the Manor House. In the scuth, Castle Farm stands
a t one sick of the hollow lookin,$ northwards across
t o the Manor b!ouse where the rcad is closed off
from view by the pinching e f f e c t of the build in,^^.
Beyond the Manor Fiousa is the second pa r t cf the
vi l lage which is fccusec? on the church.

F i l l c n ~ l e yowes i ts at t ract iveness t o the use
of jus t one tye of brick and one type cf t i l e .
The e f f e c t is a conplete integrat icn of a l l build-
ings i n t o a conpact homely group of a . ~ i c u l t u r a l
and vi l lage l i f e . This is l q e l y unspcil t i n its
overa l l form, but the intrusion of heavy t r a f f i c
along the main Ccventry Road destrcys the atmos-
phere and adds 3;m~ercushazards t c vi l lage l i f e .
There is a need f5r t h i s problem t o be rnsolved as
soon as possible.

A
R-- *

THE CONSERVATION AREA - POLICIES

The Conservation h a f o r Fillongley
includes the old vi l lage core., together with
areas of landscape value, o r areas containing
inportant t r e e s and t r e e groups, re la ted t o the
areas of spec ia l character.

The may showing the area indicates the actual
buildings and bui l t ing l i n e s t h a t should be pm-
served. In c e r t ~ ?circumstances the overa l l
p o u p e f fec t could be preserved and perhaps even
enhanced by th? replacement of poor qual i ty  older
buildings, but my new additions, as rep1.zcements
c,r otherwise, must be t rea ted with the utmost care
~ .nds m a t h y i n order t o j-reserve the exis t ing
character and ident i ty of the se t t l e r en t . Exist-
ing building l ines must a l so be retained where
indicated, t o ensure the retention cf the v i l l age
form.

The problem of integrat ing old with new ?.S a
Z i f f i cu l t one, hence the neecl t o engage competent
designers with extensive experience i n such wcrk.

If the principle cf c'evelopment on a part ic-
u l a r s i t e is acceptable, develcpers w i l l be asked
f c r d e t a i l e t r l ans and ?rzwings of ?reposed devel-
opment including e l e v a t i ~ n swhich show the new
development i n its s e t t i n g in order t o ensure t h a t
the proposals accord with the exis t ing spec ia l
a rch i tec tura l and visual qua l i t i es . Scale,
proportion, the ref lec t ion of l c c a l d e t a i l ,
materials and texture w i l l a11 be essen t i a l
requirements.

Areas of landscape value w i l l a l so require
at tent ion and articular regard must be paid t o



the preservation of exis t ing t r ees and supplement-
ing exis t ing planting wherever t h i s becomes
necessary. There must be a sensi t ive apprcach to-
wards our invaluable stock of mature t r ees t o
ensure t h a t t h i s aspect of our heritage is a6equat-
e l y protected. Any threa ts t o  t h i s w i l l be count-
ered by protective steps by the zuthori t ies .

Anythine e l s e  t h a t can be 6one t o r a i s e the
envircnnental q d i t y of the area w i l l be encour-
aged, f o r example the selection of s t r e e t furni ture
of gocd 6 e s i , p an6 the continued control cver un-
s igh t ly advertiserents <m<miscellaneous c lu t t e r .

The defini t ion of the 6 e s i p a t e d area w i l l
r e s u l t i n action t o preserve or enhance the
character an? appearance of the settlement mainly
through the process cf develoyuent ccntrol.
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